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December 


Next meeting: The annual Christmas party, about 6:30 PM, at the Proud Bird Restaurant, 11022 Aviation Blvd. Wayne 
Gingrich, W6EUF, will present a program on his Scandinavian travels, including his DXpedition to the Aland Islands: 


A look back at the dawn of amateur radio 


Minneapolis amateur named Hoover Cup winner 


By Jan Perkins, NoAW 

The year was 1923. Don C. Wallace, of 9ZT-9XAX, Minneapolis, 
was honored by Secretary of Commerce Herbert Hoover for having 
the “best all-around homemade radio station in the U.S.A.” 

Amateurs then had the use of all wavelengths below 200 meters, 
and Don’s license read: Any Frequency, Any Power, Any Time. 

He had built the new—and controversial—continuous wave 
equipment for his station. It consisted of a 250-watt tube, self- 
excited by a Hartley circuit, operating on 215 and 115 meters. The 
power supply was a 4000-volt transformer and 124 electrolytic 
rectifiers (Leyden jars). In all, they required about ten gallons of 
fluid, a solution of battery water and 20 Mule Team Borax. He hada 
two-tube regenerative receiver (UV200/UV201) with a “low-loss” 
tuner. His antenna was a six-wire flattop on 12-foot wooden 
spreaders, 85 feet at the peak, with homemade 18-inch plate glass 
insulators. 

Don had been heard in Alaska, New Zealand, Australia, Hawaii, 
Mexico, Panama, Puerto Rico, Cuba, England and France, in South 
America, all states of the U.S. and at the North Pole. 

Using the self-assigned call WU and a half-inch fixed spark gap 
fired by ahomewound 20-kv transformer, Don got started in 1910— 
only nine years after Marconi had bridged the Atlantic. By 1904 
Fleming introduced the vacuum valve, or diode, and two years later 
De Forest announced the audion (triode). In 1913 Armstrong 
developed the regenerative receiver, and at the end of 1921, 
amateurs were being heard in Europe. Events moved rapidly during 
the dawn of radio, and Don was destined to be a part of it. 

The first regulations governing amateur radio were in effect by 
1912, and Don submitted a notarized statement that he could 
receive five words a minute. He was issued the call 60C. When not 
operating, he was building a rotary spark gap. 

World War I began. He joined the Navy and was assigned to 
Treasure Island in San Francisco Bay. The Navy radio station NPG 
was equipped with a 300-kw arc transmitter; soon his code speed 
exceeded 40 WPM—both American and Morse. 

The following year found him serving aboard a submarine as 
radioman. After eight months, the war ended and he was preparing 
to go home when, on shore leave, he ran across his old CO from 
Treasure Island. The USS George Washington, he learned, was 
being readied for President Wilson’s passage to the Versailles Peace 


DX news highlights 


From Tony, IOIJ: “We do not plan opera- 
tions from 1AOKM until next spring.... 
During the last operation (October 2 and 3) 
we made 3,076 QSOs in 29 hours (41% EU, 


59% DX stations—almost 150 W6s); excel- menced operation 


stations). Operators have been IOIJ, I0JX 
and IOMGM. For the next operation, it will 
be useful to know how many W6, KH6 and 
KL7 are still needing 1AOKM.” 


, is indeed 


BY1PK advises t 


Conference, and equipment included a 40-kw rotary synchronous 
spark gap. Don wanted that job and got it—personal radio operator 
to the President. 

After Versailles, Don went back to college in Minnesota. Amateur 
radio was authorized again, and he was issued 9ZT-9XAX. During 
the next few years he wrote more than 20 articles for QST. 

In 1926 he joined an exclusive club—WAC Charter Member 
(fourth in the U.S.) Don moved back to California the next year and 
as 6AM he achieved WAC within 12 months (first to work WAC 
from two locations). 

Now beginning his 73rd year of radio, Don takes particular 
enjoyment in working the new 10-MHz band. After all, his last QSO 
on 30 meters was in 1927, right before the band was lost in 
legislation. 


aS sige 


a 


e age of 24. 


pei oe split {SEIBomol0e) 


Don C. Wallace, Hoover Cup recipient at th 


Abu Ail by Lloyd and Iris Colvin signing 
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ember 2-3 for 48 hours was 
planned. QSL YASME. 


lent conditions on 7 Mc at 03-05z (Tony, 
10JX, and myself found lots of West Coast 


legit. “Lml” and “Xxan,” one of whom is a 
YL, are found 01-02z in the 21045 area, 


pected on from Kerguelen 
duri k of December 6. The op is 


Continued on page 3 


The northern lights blazing in the skies of Aland were romantic but... 


It looked grim the first 6 hours 


Special from OH2BH & Friends 

OHOW—the one being called the most 
massive contest effort in the history of 
amateur radio—loaqked more like the world’s 
biggest pancake after the first six hours of 
the CQWW phone. The northern lights 
were very romantic blazing the skies of 
Aland, and the operators surely felt like 
sitting on the Arctic Circle. The H/N pre- 
diction had not come to pass. 

However, through the dynamite efforts of 


CQWW phone 


Listed are some claimed scores of SCDXC 
members in the CQWW phone October 
30-31. Conditions on the higher bands were 
down, but multipliers came out in force. 
European openings did not last as long as 
those last year and signal strengths were 
less. 

JA runs were nothing short of incredible. 
Some operators with quiet locations worked 
more than 1,000 on one band. 

The lower bands had excellent openings, 
but over the pole QSOs were difficult. All in 
all, however, it was another banner year. 


KM6B (single op, multiband) 120 zones/ 280 countries/ 
1900 QSOs/ 2.2 megapoints; N6AR (single op, multiband) 
125z/ 285c/ 1050q/ 1.2 meg; N6DHV (single op, multi- 
band) 71z/ 139c/ 660q/ 400k; W6YA by N6NI (28 MHz) 
33z/ 107c/ 1400q/ 575k; NN6U (28 MHz) 34z/ 96c/ 
760q/ 245k; W6AM by N6AW (7 MHz) 312/ 71c/ 570q/ 
170k; W6CN (QRP-5w-on 21 MHz) 242/ 57c/ 194q/ 42k. 


And on the far end... 


OHOW (multi-multi; see story this issue) 11,500 QSOs/ 
21 meg; FM7CD by F5QE, N6ZV, K6YRA, KJ6F, 
W6TJI (multi-single) 8,273 QSOs/ 14.6 meg; VP2VDH 
by N6CW and others (multi-single) 6,500 QSOs/ 8 meg; 
9Y4VT by N6AA (single op) 7300 QSOs/ 9 meg. 


Overheard during 
CQWW phone 


The following exchange was observed on 
7.042 MHz in the CQWW phone contest: 

DX station: “This is ----- , listening on my 
frequency.” 

Southerner: “Listen up!” 

“T working transceive only.” 

_ “Listen up for USA!” 

“What’s your call?” 

“N--- 5908.” 

“5904.” 

More than once was such unsportsman- 
like conduct noted on 40 meters. You 
wonder to what length the multi-multi sta- 
tions will go for a multiplier. 

—N6AW 


all individuals involved, the station managed 
to push the score up to 11,500 QSOs and 21 
megapoints to rack up an all-time European 
record. They surely did it on multipliers 
since there was no sign of pileups. The list 
looks impressive with almost a 5BDXCC 
worked in 48 hours. 


The breakdown: 1.8(43/9), 3.7(92/24), 7 
(113/35), 14(166/40), 21(164/40), 28(155/39). 


Club members on Honor Roll 


Mixed 

31182: W6AM (366), W6PT (358), W6RT (358), 
W6ET (353), JAIBK (348), W6REH (347), 
W6EL (346), OH2BH (343), N6AV (342), 
K6YRA (341), W6EUF (340). 


3117: W6EE (361), W6BA (359), W6KZL (356), 
We6RKP (355), W6KG (351), K6EV (346), 
W6FW (344). 


3116: W6HEL (344), W6YA (344), N6AR (343), 
N6GM (342), K6QH (339), W7CB (334), NeCW 
(336). 


3115: W7AO (353), N6UC (331). 3142: W6UDQQ 
(349), W6QNA (346), W6KZS (339), YV5BBU 
(334). 3113: W6HX (359), W6GC (326). 3112: 
W6YMV (340), W6EJJ (332), W6UY (324). 
Sills N6DX (340), N6AW (326), W6AE (326). 
310: N6RJ (322), W6US (320). 


Phone 
3118: W6AM (364), W6REH (343), W6EUF 
(339). 


3117: W6RKP (349), W6EL (343). 3116: JAIBK 
(344), W6BAF (349), W6HFL (344), K6YRA 
(339). 

S1.5:W6FW (341). 314: W6PT (341), N6UC 
(330). 31.8: N6AR (334). 21.2: W6YMV (339), 
K6NA (338). 3110: N6AW (325). 


CW 

303: W6PT (307). 300: WA6TLA (302). 299: 
AA6AA (300). 

SCDXC activities 


January 13, 1983: Regular meeting, 7:30 
PM, DWP cafeteria. 
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DX quiz 


The ARRL DXCC award was first intro- 
duced in QST during what year? 
a) 1936 b) 1940 c) 1948 d) 1955 e) 1960 


What year was the CW DXCC award 
introduced? 
a) 1936 b) 1948 c) 1970 d) 1975 e) 1976 


What year was the 5B DXCC award begun? 
a) 1969 b) 1970 c) 1971 d) 1972 


Who was first to achieve 5B DXCC? 
a) W4QCW b) W7PHO c) W1AX d) W8BT 
e) DL7AA 


In 1958 a novice with the call KN4RID 
became the first novice to qualify for DXCC. 
What is his current call? 

a) KH6IlJ b) K1ZZ c) N4KE d) WOZV 
e)WB2JUQ 


In what year was the WAZ award introduced? 
a) 1931 b) 1936 c) 1956 d) 1966 e) 1970 


What magazine originally introduced WAZ? 
a) Radio Magazine b) 73 c) CQ d) QST e) 
Popular Science 


How many people achieved WAZ prior to 
World War II? 
a) zero b) 3 c) 55 d) 132 e) 1211 


Who was the first to achieve WAZ? 
a) WODX b) W8OK c) ON4AU d) W6AM e) 
G2ZQ 


Who was first to achieve 5B WAZ? 
a) EA3SF b) ON4UN c) ZL2BT d) OH2BH 
e) EA8AK 


(Tnx, Lance Johnson Engineering, Kansas City, Mo.) 


HRO callbook special 


Al, K6YRA, advises that again this year 
domestic and DX callbook sets will be 
available to SCDXC members for $37, in- 
cluding tax. 

The 1893 editions are available only in 
pairs at Ham Radio Outlet stores in Ana- 
heim, San Diego and Van Nuys. There are 
no plans to bring books to SCDXC meetings. 


New members 


KCG6H, Joseph Wellington, Jr. (full), 7213 
Rue LaFleur, Rancho Palos Verdes 90274. 


W6MUM, John F. Harris (full), 10808 
Rincon Drive, Whittier 90606. 
—W6CN 


Activity reports 


WORT: XT2BG 7014 at 0609 on Octo- 
ber 21 (via F2BS); TU2JT 7011 0604 on 
October 23 (via F6CXV); VO2ZCW 7006 
0032 on October 25 (via VE3ICR); VP5BAX 
7004 0532 (W4BAA), GD5BLG 7010 0554 
(DL4FF), W4GSM/HCS8 7002 1310 
(W3HNK), all on October 27; UK5AAA 
7003 1332 on October 28; VE2FU/VE2- 
Zone 2 7005 0255 (VE2EZW) and UAOYAE- 
Zone 23 7001 1323, all on October 29; 
CEOAE 28695 2349 on October 31 
(WA3HUP); DJ6SI/T5 14025 1438 on No- 
vember 1; 3D2XN 21293 0255 (DK7XN) 
and FB8WG 7002 1409 on November 2; 
UB5BAT 7005 0343, XT2AW 7005 0634 
(KN1DPS) on November 6; FROGGL 7003 
1432 and OK2BFN 7016 1458 on Novem- 
ber 9; BY1PK 14054 1649 on November 10; 
A4XJO 7003 1409 (WB3JRU) and 5Z4CS 
7006 1422 (JI1VLV) on November 11;3D6AK 
7007 1458 November 14; UG6GBD 7006 
1441 and 5Z4DE 7005 1455 (KA4S) on 
November 16; UM8NAP 7002 0128 and 
J28DP 7008 1446 (F2GA) on November 17. 


N6AW: LZ2KTS 7085 1515 on November 
2; YIIBGD 14214 1517 on November 8; 
9X5WP 14217 1552 on November 10; 
OD5YU 14210 1453 and JY7RC 28615 
1556 on November 17; UK2PCR/U6V 7010 
1423, 5Z4DE 7005 1448, 5Z4DE 7085 1450, 
all on November 18; A4KJO 7082 1428 and 
FROGGL 7062 1444 on November 
22; UK2FAA 7004 1425 on November 23; 
JTOGM 7010 1324 and 5H3BH 7006 1512 
on November 25; 9K2DX 7005 1440 on 
November 27. 
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DX news highlights 


Continued from page 1 


F6GVX, who's part of a team ioned 
there for the summer, QSLF6GXB, 
FB8WH and FB8WI are due on Crozet 


about the same time. They are among the 
new crew; Georges, FB8WG, goes home. 


_FBBZQ and FBSZR 
msterdam in mid-Decemb 


same as for the Kerguelen operation. 


ZS2MI should be opening up from Marion 
about mid-month as well. 


9N1 December 15-January 1 byJIIVLV, 
WB4NFO, W6OAT and W6YOU, all sign- 
ing/9N1 except during December 28-30, the 
King’s birthday celebration, when they will 
be using 9N38. QSL WIGAY. 


sanew Callsig 
If you worked him from there 
CQWW p cal 
cards go 


W6AM now has worked 33 countries on 
the new 30-meter band. 


16 at 1527 November 26; 
.. TL8ER 14010 1545 same 


BY8AA appeared during the CQWW cw 
November 28 at 0120z on 21049 calling 
BY1PK. No response from Beijing but a 
large pileup quickly followed. BY8AA then 
worked some JAs and went QRT. An hour 
or so earlier, according to W6YA and others, 
BY 1PK—evidently being operated by Kan, 
JA1BK—worked a few U.S. stations cw 
21149, listening 21201. The extent of this 
activity was not known as we went to press 
on November 29. 
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9K2DX,5Z4CS,5H3BH, A4XJO, A71AE 
and OHOW on 40 cw in the CQWW around 
1430z Saturday and Sunday. Good LP re- 
ported on 80 as well. 


Peter & Paul Rocks report: WA2MOE, 
K8CW, PY2BZD, N4BQW and PY2PE 
managed to make more than 14,000 QSOs 
while enduring a nightmare situation that 
included a lack of food as well as a not-so- 
bright, intractable skipper who caused seri- 
ous problems in navigation and landing and 
was responsible for damage to all but two of 
the stations. And if that and extreme hard- 
ship on the Rocks due to the elements were 
not enough, they had policemen and jamming, 
especially on 20 meters. Some of the voices 
were quite recognizable too. 


Letters 


Keep the present repeater site 


Editor— 

A few months back the club voted to pay 
$100 a month to lease our present two- 
meter repeater site while we searched for a 
cheaper one. The time for-this search was 
set at three months. It-isssoon time to pay 
the fourth month’s rent afd no alternate 
repeater site has been found. 

The present site is one of the best possible 
in Southern California from the standpoint 
of coverage and accessibility. The cost is 
low when one considers what can be paid 
for similar radio locations. The expense per 
month per member is only about 33 cents. I 
think we are all prosperous enough to afford 
this. 

Considering the value to the club in 
passing DX information and keeping in 
touch between meetings, | feel we should 
certainly continue the repeater operation. 
Our lease is on a month-to-month basis and 
can be canceled at any time. Therefore | 
urge the club to vote to continue paying this 
rental until a better repeater site is found. 

Dick Reimer, W6ET 


Guest contester Kan, JAIBK, at the BY1PK key last weekend for the CQWW 


Classified 


CUSTOMIZED QSLs by W6BA, $19.75 for 1000 plus 
shipping. No standard forms. We try to print what you 
want. Black ink on color 110-pound stock. Write for 
samples. Bill Adams, W6BA; Star Route 2, 29 Palms, CA 
92277. 


WANTED: Swan SWR bridge—model SWR 1A or 
equivalent. Jan, N6AW (213) 306-3847. 


IC-701, pwr supply, SM-2 mike, RM-2 remote control 
and accessories: $725. Jack, N6UC (714) 544-5369 
(nights) (714) 732-8588 (days). 


SWAN 102BX transceiver, pwr supply, Dentron 2000T 
antenna tuner, Swan 1040V trap vertical, Shure 444 
mike, Brown key & AEA CK-1 keyer: $1000 all. Tom, 
K5DY (213) 967-9965. 


AUTEK QF-1A active filter: $60. Jack, N6UC (714) 544- 
5369 (nights) (714) 732-8588 (days). 


ICOM 211 all-mode two-meter tcvr just returned from 
factory; 10 watts output; ICOM desk mike plus hand 
mike: $350. Irv, W6GC (213) 545-5970. 


COLLINS 300-Hz xtal filters; have three: $45 each. Jack, 
N6UC (714) 544-5369 (nights) (714) 732-8588 (days). 


SIDESWIPER wanted at reasonable price. Mike, W6YQ 
(213) 445-0700 (nights). 


State of the bands 


The days are getting shorter and so are 
the openings. 

If you don’t yet own a DX Edge, it could 
prove a valuable tool to have. In the coming 
months sunrise/sunset information will be 
extremely critical. 

Ten meters gets more finicky as we slide 
down the sunspot peak. Europeans are 
often heard to the east for the first 30 
minutes before propagation moves around 
to the north (15z). Zones 34 and 37 peak at 
18z, if anyone is on. Southern Africa is good 
for a couple of hours more. Check the 
South Pacific 22z to 02z. 

Fifteen is similar to ten but has longer 
European openings in the morning. Also, 
when you’re working JAs in the 00z-02z 
time span, Scandinavians are often heard. 
Long path Europe/Middle East is sporadic 
in the 14-15z slot. 

Twenty is quiet in the evenings now, with 
the Europeans weak. Watch for Africa 00z- 
05z. Best time is morning long path from 
1330z to 16z. Middle East, Africa and Europe 
all are in then. Lately, 02z has hada Zone 39 
opening over South America (150 degrees). 

Forty and eighty are getting busy as the 
higher bands are abandoned. Sunrise/sun- 
sets are best bets. The United Kingdom 
peaks 06-07z on 40. Zone 21 at 14z and Zone 
37, North Africa, at 15z have been good. On 
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80, 4S7s come out of the noise for about five 

minutes at 13z. Zone 23 at 14z and Zone 21 

at 1415z are workable. 
—N6AW 


Contest calendar 
December 3-5 ... ARRL 160-Meter CW 


December 1-12: 2 schase ARRL 10-Meter 
January 8-9 ...... 73 40 & 80 M. Phone 
Janvargst5-16) 12 3 ee 73 160-M. Phone 
January 28-30 .... CQ WW 160-M. CW 
February 5-6 ..... RSGB 7-MHz Phone 
February 12-13 .. . 7h. Dutch PACC 
February 19-20 |... nae ARRL DX CW 


February 25-27 ....CQ WW 160 Phone 


February 26-27 ... RSGB 7-MHz Phone 
Mateh Site ARRL DX Phone 
March 26-27 .... CQ WW WPX Phone 

—W1WY 


N4XX propagation 


SCDXC and N4XX are grateful to KH6BZF 
for providing raw data for these forecasts. 
A, H, L, B, D—Above, High, Low, Below, Disturbed 
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